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Weeds: The curse of the ‘garden’
I see this as the perfect weed for
Manhattan as the bloom is a deep
purple and can be seen in both lawns
and cultivated fields.
I personally find it attractive, but
by the orthodox definition of a weed,
(“plant out of place”), it is a weed with
no place in our garden.

sonable people go nuts), is a biennial
weed, meaning it generally takes two
years of growth before producing its
seemingly fluorescent yellow flower.
It is best controlled in the fall, and
we use this as an indicator of poor,
fall effort by do-it-yourself people, or
other lawn companies. If it is still an
issue after a couple of years with us as
the manager, shame on us.
As always, if you need any handson “garden” help or even just advice,
give us a call. We are ready to help.
Randy James

• Chickweed — This is another
winter annual that is a cute little weed
often called “mouse ears.” But cute or
not, the spreading growth and light
green color in a lawn is not acceptable
and has to go.
• Dandelion — The scourge of all
lawn weeds (that makes normally reaRandy James
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wonder if the weed curse cited in
Genesis in the “garden” of Eden
occurred in a vegetable, fruit or
ornamental garden.
Considering our
background here at
Growing Concerns
and the fact that “paradise” is mentioned, I
think a case could be
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mental garden.
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And taking another
and founder
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as a landscapof Growing
er,
that
garden had to
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include turf because
what kind of garden would not include a lush lawn?
Regardless of your position, one
thing’s for sure: weeds are a frustration for all gardeners, no matter the
type.
This time of year brings out a list
of a short-lived but visible group that
requires management for which we
are currently in hot pursuit with our
second turf round, which is a liquid
post-emergent spray.
It seemed timely to highlight the
three “most wanted” for use at the
dinner table when conversation takes
a turn for the worse and redirection is
needed. One example for me is when
I hear the words “prom dress” or
maybe “spring cleaning.” You get the
picture.
• Henbit — It is a winter annual,
which means it reproduces each year
by seed, and those seeds germinate in
late fall/winter with active growth in
early spring.

(Left): Chickweed is sometimes called
“mouse ears.” (Above): Henbit blooms
purple.
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Our Mission: To serve and encourage property owners by creating and protecting landscape beauty and order.

