Bored to death

F

orgive me if I have said this before, as it seems I am beginning
to lose track of what, where and
when I have said something. Shrugging off that risk, I have a quote on
my wall from a favorite newspaper
article in 1988 that
says, “Maturity is
stress management.”
From my experience, it generally
seems those of us in
our 50s and beyond
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This also seems to apply to the
plant kingdom as mature trees can
weather some pretty difficult stresses, and yet respond each successive
season with a new burst of vigor.
However, just like us, there are
limitations to stress management in
trees, and wood borers are one of
them.
Thankfully, most pests of trees are
cosmetic and of no significant threat
and few require intervention. Yet, as
you can see from the photo, many
borers can be incredibly destructive
and can do a number on new and
mature trees alike.
This particular borer damage is
from the larva of the poplar borer that was/is feeding on a row of
“cottonwood-like” trees at my home.
As seen in the stem dissection,

they have literally
destroyed the heart
wood to a point
that failure in the
“stress” of a wind
storm is likely.
Also, the life
cycle of this borer
is somewhat complicated and the
location of the feeding makes control
difficult, so score
one for the bugs, I
guess!
Another borer
that has received
a lot of attention
is the emerald ash
borer (EAB), but
luckily it has not
moved much in
Kansas from where
it was originally
found in Kansas
City in 2012.
Since westward movement is the
expectation, our “friends” in Lawrence should have to deal with it
first; providence, I suppose.
In any case, comparatively, EAB
has a fairly simple life cycle and
numerous products and application
methods have offered successful
protection.
No treatments are needed at this
time, but if that changes, we will let
you know!
For more information about
Growing Concerns and our
residential landscape management
services, visit our website at
www.growingconcerns.com
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Top: Borers can be incredibly destructive
and can do a number on new and mature
trees alike. Above: A poplar borer larvae is
small, but can pack a punch.
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